
Gail Whitcomb and Maureen Gilewski wrote the grant for 

Grove Park signage and are guiding us through the very 

complex process of fulfilling our requirements.  The grant 

proposal itself ran over 40 pages.
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LETTER FROM THE 

PRESIDENT

As I write this several weeks 

before our June newsletter 

publishes, we are deep into 

efforts to meet our grant 

requirements for our 

neighborhood signage, and 

I'm thinking about a 

spontaneous adventure that I 

took with my husband Alan 

that really brought home the 

importance of this project.

One day we decided to return 

home by driving through an 

unfamiliar neighborhood.  As 

we entered we saw lovely 

brick homes, probably a little 

more upscale than Grove 

Park, but as we continued on, 

the homes became smaller, 

ending in small (but very cute) 

frame cottages.  I remember 

how curious I was about the 

neighborhood.  Was it one 

neighborhood or two?  Or 

more?  Did it have a name?   

All of a sudden I had the 

strong feeling of vagueness 

or confusion.  They seemed 

to be just houses plunked 

down in rows with no sense of 

identity or organization. 

The whole scene seemed to 

lack something, and I thought 

that this is not how we want 

Grove Park to seem to 

newcomers.  I thought we 

should strive to do better.

Signage says something more 

than just the name of a 

neighborhood.  It implies 

pride, unity of purpose, 

commitment.  It says that this 

is a place where people are 

together in their efforts, aware 

of their history and who they 

are.  It says they are organized  

and pay attention to details.  

Like us.  Here.  Very soon.

Mimi Davis, President

Grove Park Neighborhood 

Assoc.



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT NORTHRIDGE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL AND ROCKY RIVER HIGH SCHOOL

(and much, much more)
Home of the Cleveland Browns
 
5820 E W.T.Harris Blvd.
Charlotte,	  NC	  	  28215
704.536.1660
Hours:	  	  Mon	  -‐	  Thurs	  11	  am	  to	  11	  p.m.	  
	   	  	  Fri	  &	  Sat	  11	  a.m.	  to	  midnight
	   	  	  Sundays	  12	  Noon	  to	  10	  pm

We deliver!! 	  
PIzza,	  Wings,	  Pasta	  and	  Calzones,	  Salads,	  

Hamburgers,	  French	  Fries,	  Oven	  Baked	  Subs,	  
much	  more	  plus	  Everyday	  Specials!!

 You've gotta try Teddy's.
 Your neighborhood pizza guy!!

EVERYDAY TEDDY'S SPECIALS
Buffalo	  Shrimp...8	  pcs....	  $6.49	  	  	  16	  pcs...	  $10.99	  	  	  	  
24	  pcs....	  $16.99

2	  Large	  2-‐Toppings	  or	  1	  Large	  2-‐Toppings	  +	  10	  
Wings....$15.99

Cleveland	  Browns	  Special:
2	  Large	  2-‐Toppings	  +	  20	  Wings...$23.99

Ted's	  Special	  Quad	  Burger	  (4	  layers	  of	  meat,	  4	  
slices	  of	  cheese	  with	  bacon
between	  each	  layer)	  ...$9.99

TEDDY’S PIZZA

 I usually write about the happenings at Joseph A. Grier Elementary, but this time I’m reporting accomplishments for 
Northridge Middle and Rocky River High.

NORTHRIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Congratulations! to the students enrolled in The Science Bowl Team 1. The team won first place in Car Design Awards, 
U.S. Dept. of Energy National Science Bowl North Carolina & South Carolina Regional Competition. They also placed 3rd 
in this competition held March 1st and 2nd at the North Carolina  Museum of Natural Sciences in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. The competition consisted of Electric Battery Car Competition & the Sciences Bowl Competition.

Northridge Middle School was built in 2010 and has 875 students enrolled.

ROCKY RIVER HIGH
Rocky River received the Project Unity Schools of the Year award 2013. Special Olympics Project Unify is an education 
based Project that uses sports and education programs to activate young people to develop school communities where 
all youth are agents of change, fostering respect dignity and advocacy for people with intellectual disabilities. The 
school participates in the Unified Softball tournament at East Mecklenburg High, has reverse inclusion classes in 
collaboration with the leadership classes, and hosts Festapalooza, a day of arts and athletics where inclusive play and 
basketball scrimmage is presented. Over 300 students came from 9 schools for the event.    

Rocky River has 1,327 students enrolled and a 94% graduation rate.

BY: ANN NICHOLS



Roll Out Container Collection Service
BY: JOHN AUTRY, CHARLOTTE CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 5

On April 22nd the City Council approved a revision to the roll out container ordinance. The 
revision is a move to make our sidewalks and roads as safe as possible. Reasonable care should be 
applied when placing the container along the curb for collection. The container should be at 
ground level within 6 feet from the curb. The arms on the truck can reach out 6 feet. On recycle 
collection day the containers should be at least 3 feet apart. The container should also be at least 
3 feet from any other obstacle including bulky items, trees, cars, etc., or in a location identified by 
the solid waste director or their designee. Container placement should avoid interfering with 

access to or impairing the use of a sidewalk. Service may be denied to any improperly placed 
container or any container that is not accessible to solid waste services personnel where they would have to open a door 
or gate or descend steps.

Guess what? There are some streets in Charlotte that will not allow the local residents to comply. For instance where the 
topography will simply not alloy the can to stand on it’s own without falling over. Some sidewalks are backed by walls and 
there is no planting strip between the sidewalk and the curb leaving us with only the sidewalk for the container. We are 
asking that you use reasonable care and caution when placing your container for service.

The revised ordinance may be reviewed on the CharMeck web site. Ordinance Book 58, Page 147. Please contact me 
with any question. Please contact me anytime at jautry@charlottenc.gov or my home office at 704.537.2735.

INKLINGS OF HICKORY 
GROVE 
(formerly Grove Park Book Club)

Grove Park Book 
Club has a new 
name.  It is now 
Inklings of Hickory 
Grove.  The book 
club's members are 
from the Hickory 
Grove area, so the 
name was changed 
to reflect that.  
Inklings models 

itself loosely on the Inklings of Oxford University during the 
1930's and 1940's which was not really a club, with no rules, 
no officers, agendas or elections.  Books are chosen to read 
and discussed casually.  Inklings meets the 4th Thursday of 
the month at someone's home. 
For more information on Inklings, contact Rosemarie 
Belcher at  rosemariebelcher@gmail.com.   

BY: MARYANN WILLIAMS
$2,397.79 Starting Total as of 2/10/13

+$ 678.00 Receipts (dues, advertising, etc)

$3,075.79

-$  308.00 Expenses (newsletter, flyers, etc)

$2,766.91 New Total as of 6/10/13

-$  615.00 Designated for Signs

$2,151.91 Unrestricted Funds

BY: SHERRY VICKERY
TREASURER’S REPORT

Block Captain: 

Contact Detail: 

mailto:jautry@charlottenc.gov
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Natasha Sonin earned her Ph.D in Moscow, Russia studying Cell and 
Molecular Biology.  She came to Charlotte in 1991 with husband Isaac who 
had an offer as a visiting math professor at UNC-Charlotte.  Natasha didn't 
do much art in the early days.  Busy with children and a career, she didn't 
have time to pursue her interest in drawing and painting, but in Charlotte 
she would finally begin realizing this new passion in the art world.  In 1992 
She began taking painting classes at CPCC and has progressed from this 
beginning to both having her own studio with its wonderful natural light in 
her art-filled Grove Park home, and also going to Huntersville once a week 
to paint at a studio there.  Natasha's favorite painter is Matisse and you 
can see similar use of joyful colors in her own work.  Besides painting, 
Natasha has branched out into gorgeous and intricate mosaic and showed 
several of these piece at the Triangle Art Show that was part of this year's 

Grove Park Garden Tour in April.

Rebecca Story is a ceramicist living in Charlotte, NC.  
Her love for nature, and the animal kingdom in 
particular, is reflected in her most recent “Spirit 
Animals”sculptures. Another strong influence she 
incorporates in her pieces is parietal art, especially the 
paintings found on the cave walls in southern France.

 A studio artist at Clayworks, Rebecca is also co-owner of 
Concentrix Music - a full-service audio post production/
music studio in Charlotte - where she works with her 
husband, Fred, as a voice talent and lyricist for the APT 
children’s show “Raggs”.  

Sculptor Lasha Khidasheli was born in Tbilisi, 
Republic of Georgia.  He graduated from the 
State Academy of Fine Arts and was in instructor 
there for several years.  He is also a Tai-Chi 
master and has classes in his home on Linda Lake 
Drive, not far from the Triangle.  Lasha works in 
several media - ceramic, stone and clay and 
shows his work at the Elder Gallery, 1520 S. Tryon 
St. in Charlotte.  The pieces range in size from 
something a person could actually pick up, to 
massive stone sculptures weighing hundreds of pounds.  His work has been shown in 
many exhibitions, both in his home country of Georgia and in the US including 
Washington, DC, Loveland, Colorado, and North Carolina.  In 2009 he was invited to the 
Andres Institute of Art symposium in Brookline, New Hampshire as one of four 
internationally recognized artists invited to create pieces for permanent exhibit.  A deeply 

spiritual man, also accomplished in painting, poetry and writing (though not often in English), Lasha believes art is a force 
from deep inside a person.  "Give people the energy of love and some freedom based on an internal source of energy.  
Enjoy today."  And also, "We have a choice.  Choose to be yourself.  Art is how I speak with the people.  It is my 
language."    

THE THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE BY: MIMI DAVIS



GROVE PARK/RAVENWOOD GARDEN CLUB   

Our April Garden Tour Was A Great Success!
We had a perfect day and a record crowd for our April Grove Park/
Ravenwood Garden Tour.  Gardens were appreciated, guests 
treated to live music and refreshments, artwork was admired and 
sold.  It gets bigger and better every year!

Other Garden Club News
Donate NOW to the September yard sale.  We accept donations at 
Alan & Mimi Davis' house, 6700 Linda Lake Dr.  Phone 
704-499-3918.   We're happy to store your old stuff until the sale.

There is no garden club meeting in July. 

The April/May Grove Park yard of the month goes to Gail and 
Linda Whitcomb, 6515 Grove Park Blvd. for their lovely and 
creative yard.  Their gardens were also on the April tour.

Gail & Linda Whitcomb, 6515 Grove 
Park Boulevard, are the recipients of the 
Grove Park April/May Yard of the Month 
and they were also one of the gardens 
on the 2013 Spring Garden Tour so 
many of you have already personally 
enjoyed this Yard.  The front yard has a 
beautiful natural area and at the time of 
the tour had azaleas blooming including 
a spectacular white one.  As you go 
further up the walk, a rooster will greet 
you as he stands guard over the yard.  
Off to the side is the swing area under 
big trees to keep you cool as you swing 
and bird houses of all kinds to keep you 
busy enjoying  the birds.  Have you ever 
seen flowers blooming from a chair 
bottom – you will in this garden.  Also, 
be aware there is a lady bug crossing 
that you must be careful of as they have 
the right of way.  Maybe you would like 
some tea – well, there is a tea party 
waiting for you among the plants and 
flowers.  There is so much more to see 
so if you haven’t already been there, 
hurry, hurry, or go again as you will see 
something you missed the first time.  
Thanks Gail & Linda for this Young at 
Heart Garden and being gracious hosts 
for your visitors.

To get on the email list for upcoming meetings 
email Mary-Ellen Jones at jjimij@gmail.com.

APRIL/MAY YARD

OF THE MONTH

BY: JEWELL DAVIS AND 
MARYANN WILLIAMS



A SAGA ABOUT SIGNAGE
 We've talked about signage for seven years.  We've planned and plotted, trying to 
raise enough money from dues and donations to pay the bill.  We established a 
designated fund in our treasury and had special fund raisers soliciting donations, 
but finally after years of effort, the light dawned, we realized we couldn't do it alone, 
and one shining, hopeful concept raced like wildfire through the neighborhood:  A 
GRANT!

But how?

Fortunately in times of challenge leaders emerge.  In our case former Grove Park 
president Maureen Gilewski and our city government liaison Gail Whitcomb 
understood the process of grant writing.  They also coordinated with SignArt, the 
company that will create our signs and, in the end, produced a document over 40 
pages long that qualified us for grant money from Neighborhood and Business 
Services totaling over $7000.

Our part involves some cash (we'll use the designated fund) and over 200 volunteer 
hours that will be counted as money.  The next volunteer event (if you're reading 
this in time) is a neighborhood clean-up.  We'll meet at the Triangle on Saturday, 
June 22 at 9 a.m. determined to spiff up Grove Park in anticipation of the signs to 
arrive.  Come if you can.  Cold water is provided.

Gail Whitcomb, Maureen Gilewski, 
Mimi Davis and Sherry Vickery.  We've 
just pleaded our case for a signage 
grant from Neighborhood and 
Business Services.  We're all hopeful.
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Signing the contract!  Photo shows 
Cheryl Rance, Community Engagement 
Department, Neighborhood and 
Business Services and Mimi Davis, 
president, Grove Park Neighborhood 
Association.  

NEIGHBORHOOD
A S S O C I AT I O N

Grove 
Park



THE 4TH OF JULY 
BASH IS ON FOR 
HICKORY 
GROVE!

Our Independence Day Parade and Celebration is one of the 
oldest in Mecklenburg County, with this, its 45th year.  The 
parade starts at 10:30 am. from the Hickory Grove rec center 
on Pence Rd., goes up Harris Blvd, tossing candy to the kids all 
the way, and ending at the tree-shaded grounds of The Grove 
Presbyterian Church, 5735 E. Harris Blvd.  Celebration will be 
from noon to 2 pm at the church and will include food 
concessions, booths, raffle, games and a DJ.  We will crown 
Miss Hickory Grove, watch the Boy Scouts present the flag, visit 
booths sponsored by Sustain Charlotte and the Sierra Club, 
drink lots of cool drinks.  We need more volunteers to help set 
up and take down.  To volunteer contact Mimi Davis, 
davisxyz@hotmail.com, or 704-499-3918.  Thanks to The Grove 
Church for their unselfish sponsorship of this event yet again.  
They do so much for our community.

TERRY LANE HAS A 
NEW BLOCK 
CAPTAIN!
And what a great block captain 
to have!  Lin Vickery has lived 
with her husband Sherry (short for Sheridan) on Terry 
Lane for 21 years.  They have raised and homeschooled 4 
children in Grove Park and both are dedicated to the 
neighborhood's success.  (Sherry is Grove Park's 
treasurer.)  Lin has hosted block parties, written for the 
newsletter, helped plant and maintain one of the triangle 
gardens, all while maintaining a beautifully remodeled 
house and huge, landscaped yard.  She is also a 
musician, a beginning runner, and leads women's Bible 
study in her home twice a month.

What is her philosophy?  "The strength of a 
neighborhood is in its sense of community"  says Lin.  
"When we know each other we're much more likely to 
invest in each other's well-being.  More can be 
accomplished together than alone."

Husband Sherry says that when she did her first flyer 
delivery it took her two hours because she stopped at 
many of the houses to chat and see how her neighbors 
were doing.

Terry Lane is one very lucky street!



TURN ON YOUR PORCH LIGHT AND COME TO THE 
TRIANGLE!
The very next Grove Park event is National Night Out,  
which this year is Tuesday, August 6th at 6:30 pm.  
Everyone turn on your porch light to signal your 
solidarity against crime, and meet us at the Triangle, 
(where Linda Lake intersects Terry Lane) at 6:30 pm for 
soft drinks and ice cream.  

National Night Out is sponsored by The National 
Association of Town Watch which is a national crime 
prevention organization.  It actually began in 1984 and 
now involves 37 million people in 15,000 communities in 
all 50 states, all promoting police-community 
partnerships, crime prevention and neighborhood 
camaraderie.  I know it will be hot, but we'll have cool 
things to eat and drink, and a lot of cool people to 

mingle with.  Join us!

A packed agenda dissolved into excitement and 
hilarity at the June 11 GP General Meeting. 

Police Captain Eric Brady and Officer Simcox 
gave the "lack of crime" report and said that, 
indeed, except for a panhandler who regularly 
knocks on doors wanting money, we had virtually 
no crime.

We do, however, have new by-laws, passed with 
only a few corrections.  The board has a couple 
revisions and the final version will be available at 
the next general meeting.

We elected officers.  Emily Wu, GP Vice-President 
and Sherry Vickery, Treasurer were re-elected and Kaye Walsh, former GP 
president, was elected back onto the board as Social Chair which expands the 
board from four people to five.

Maureen Gilewski and Gail Whitcomb gave a great signage report and we had a large map with stickers showing exactly 
where each sign will go.  They reminded us about the neighborhood clean-up, June 22 at 9 am at the triangle to get ready 
for the installation.  The city is loaning us a bunch of litter picker-uppers and we'll supply trash bags and water.

Just when we finished telling about the July 4th celebration at The Grove Church and thought we were done, Gail 
Whitcomb turned in her chair, eyes flashing, and said the magic word:  "kazoos".    A couple years ago we had a 
neighborhood Kazoo Band in the parade and we all became very excited at the possibility of doing it again.  Will it 
happen?  Will Maureen Gilewski again be the Kazoo Conductor?  Come to the parade and find out!

EXCITING TIMES AT THE 
GROVE PARK GENERAL 
MEETING BY: DEBBIE TIPTON
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Custom design floral arrangements (fresh & artificial) 6 
county wide ‘personal’ delivery area Specialized props 

& décor for themed event.

6911 Lakeside Drive, Charlotte, NC 28215
704.563.1289

Florist Division: Shelin@DesignsByShelin.com
Landscape Division: Details@DesignsByShelin.com

www.merchantcircle.com/business/
Designs.by.Shelin.704-563-1289

July 4 - Independence Day
September 2 - Labor Day 
October 16 - Boss's Day



BLUE RIBBON 
COMPUTER GUY

25 years using PCs

Free 30-minute phone consults

Grove Park and Ravenwood housecalls
@ $15/hour

Hardware and software repairs

W/95 to W/XP a specialty

Purchase advice, apps ideas, network setup

Training sessions

Call Richard at 704-568-0463 M-F / 9-5

 

    
 

Thanks to everyone who asked me about my 
experiences with Lavender Essential Oil! 

 

It is It is It is It is alwaysalwaysalwaysalways the right season to ask: the right season to ask: the right season to ask: the right season to ask:    
Why was Jesus given the essential oils Why was Jesus given the essential oils Why was Jesus given the essential oils Why was Jesus given the essential oils 

Frankincense and Myrrh by the Frankincense and Myrrh by the Frankincense and Myrrh by the Frankincense and Myrrh by the     
Three Wise Men?Three Wise Men?Three Wise Men?Three Wise Men?    

 
Young Living Essential Oils right here  

in our neighborhood. 
Call me 704Call me 704Call me 704Call me 704----779779779779----0968, Cheryl0968, Cheryl0968, Cheryl0968, Cheryl    

 

 

 

Bicycle’s Repaired 
 
 

Don’t let squeaky brakes or flat tires stop 
you from enjoying a nice bike ride around 

Grove Park! 
 
 
 
 

Only $50.00 

 
Squeaky brakes? Flat tires? Gears shifting badly? 

Free Estimates 

 
Call me today, Cheryl 704-779-0968 

By Appointment Only, pick-up/delivery available 
 
 

Licensed electrician, interior and exterior 
painting, carpentry, plumbing, drywall, 

decks, light hauling.

Seven years experience with Grove Park 
homes and many Grove Park references.

"I can fix your house."

Seth Lemmert
(704) 712-3546

WE DO IT RIGHT.

Advertise your home business in 

the Grove Park Gazette.

We offer discounts for residents of Grove Park 

Neighborhood!

This is all you pay per issue after the discount is 

figured.  The newsletter is published four times 

a year.

1/8 page - $18 

1/4 page - $27   

1/2 page - $45  

Contact Mimi Davis at 

davisxyz@hotmail.com



WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Founders Day Issue Coming in September

The newsletter staff is planning a special 
edition of the Grove Park Gazette in 
September.  It will be our Founders Day 
issue. 

The Founders Day issue will showcase the 
invaluable treasures that should not be 
forgotten in our beautiful neighborhood.  
This would be a perfect opportunity for you 
to share pictures, stories, events and 
interesting facts that we neighbors would 
love to know about Grove Park.    

We would like to feature residents who 
have lived in Grove Park all their lives and 
learn how it was growing up here.  

We need your help.  Please contact us with 
your memories, photos, stories, etc.  The 
Founders Day issue is about you and 
anything you would like to share about 
living in this exceptional neighborhood.  
The Founders Day issue will be the one to 
keep forever.

We look forward to hearing from you very 
soon.

Contact:

Debbie Tipton, Editor

704.568.4269

dmetip@gmail.com

NEWELL FARMERS MARKET…A GREAT PLACE 
TO SPEND A SATURDAY MORNING
 
Newell Farmers Market is more than a market.  On the grounds you 
will find, of course, a fresh and great variety of organic vegetables, 
fruits, etc.  Also available for purchase are beef, chicken, fish, pork, 
cheese, butter, fresh eggs and everything is local. Other vendors 
offer appetizing baked goods like key lime cake, specialty cupcakes 
and artistically designed sugar cookies.  These bakers take special 
orders and custom design 
according to your 
specifications.  
 
NEWTON’S Finest Foods also 
made and sold on the 
premises. This is a hot sauce 
made with all natural 
ingredients in two flavors: 
Tabasco Pepper Sauce (Hot) 
and Cherry Pepper Sauce 
(mild).
 
Woodberry Studio, a spinning 
business, is filled with 
beautiful yarns, fibers, and 
handmade shawls and 
sweaters and is also a 
professional kitchen used for 
manufacturing jellies and preserves as well as hot sauce.

Grove Park is so lucky to have this wonderful family and market in 
our midst.  See you at the Market!!

Woodberry Studio
Tommie (704) 280-3070
Website: www.etsy.com/shop/TommieJames
 
Newton’s Finest Foods                                                                                         
Website:newtonsfinest.com

NEWELL FARMERS 
MARKET HOURS:  

Saturday 9-2 and later this 
summer Wednesdays 4-7.

Newell Farmers Market, 
1704 Rocky River Road, 

Charlotte, NC 28213

Nancy Newton (owner) 
(704) 578-1415 and 

Debbie (704) 614-2363

www.newellfarmersmarket.com

Mimi Davis, Managing Editor

704.499.3918

davisxyz@hotmail.com

BY: ANN NICHOLS

http://www.etsy.com/shop/TommieJames
http://www.etsy.com/shop/TommieJames
http://newtonsfinest.com/
http://newtonsfinest.com/
http://www.newellfarmersmarket.com
http://www.newellfarmersmarket.com



